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friend of Texas, fare-thee-well! " Your body 'is buried .in 
peace, bru:t your nmne livetli evermore.". 

Associates, Senators and Representati vcs, let this practical 
lesson teach us wh,at we are j that though 

"Vv e sit within the IIalls of State, 
Or mount the Monarch's throne; 

Our na1nes are lauded to the skies, 
Yet earth is not our home ; 

We soon must leave the joys of earth 
To wither, droop, and die ; 

Our grandeur, tit]es, wealth and power, 
Must in the cold gra've lie." 

A committee from Austin Lodge No. 12, then appeared and 
took charge of the remains. 

The Senate then withdrew to their chamber; and, 
On n10tion of Mr. Reaves, adjourned till Monday n10rning 

ten o'clock. 

MoNDA v, December 29, 1851. 

The Senate was called to order hy the President pursuant to 
Rdjournme~1t.-prayer by the Rev. Mr. Smith-roll called-quo­
rum pre~er:t. 

The jeurnul of Saturday \vas read and adopted. 
Mr. Bogart presented the petition of sundry citizens of the up­

per Trinity, praying- that an appropriation be made to improve 
the Trinity river; reforred to the committee on Internal Im­
provernents. 

Mr. H :<rt presented the petition of Charles .A "lVarfield ; refer­
red to the cnrnmitee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Reaves, chairman of the comrrittce on Engrossed l3ills, 
reported correctly engrossed th~ following bills, to wit: 

/1 bi Ii tnr th~ relief of the heirs of Hichard Hnl I, deceased ; 
.A bill for the relief of the heirs of \Vesley Fisher, decensed; 
A bi I l tor the relief of George 'W. Parri~h and Roswell Gor-

man: Hnd 
Joint rc:~snlution instructing onr Senators and rcq1H::-1ting our 

Represcr 'Mi ves in ConQTess, concerning indemnity for losses by 
Indian Ji>nredntions in the State ot Texas. 

l\'lr. 'I\:v!or, chairmnn of the committee on Private Land 
Claim~: !n which wns referred the prtition of William Ford, nnd 
of the heirs ut law of James \V. Taylor, reported them back to 
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the Senate and recommended that they be referred to the com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

l\Ir. 1 1aylor, from the committee on Public Debt made the fol­
lowi11g report: 

SENATE CHAMBER, December 28, 1851. 
'To J. \V. HENDERSON, 

President of the Seuate :· 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred a bill 
for the relief of John W. King, have maturely considered the 
same. They find from examination that the bill provides that 
the .. A ... nditorial l)f)ard shall re-examine his, the said King's, claims 
against the late Republic of 'rexas, and if they find thut the gov­
ernment received more than seventy cents on the dollar, the 
amount already acknowledged for the said claims, that they be 
anthorizcd to issue to the said King· a certificate for snch addition· 
al snm a~ in equity he is entitled to. A rnnjority of the com­
mittee arc of the opinion that legislative action in the way of re­
lief upon this: or any other like case, would be dangerous to the 
best interest of the State. First, because the people have Clc­
qniesced in the scaling system, and in accordance with these opin­
ions the Senate has, with great unanimity, passed a bil 1 confirm­
ing the Auditor and Comptroller's report, upon this ns well as 
all other claims submitted to them; nud secondly, to grant the 
relief asked for in this cnse, would, in the opinion of youi com­
mittee, set n precedent which won!c.1 no doubt open the door for 
spncial le~,is!ation u poll each and every case actu:l on and report· 
cu by the Anclitorinl board, the end of which none can well cc:J­
cei ve. 

'To do sheer justice in all nud every case connected with the 
i ndebted1wss of the lnte Republic of rrexns, is u tiling not to be 
anticipated by the most sanguine. "\Ve believe that in the pns·· 
sage of the bill contirrniug and recognizing the Auditor and 
Comptroller's report to be the trne indcotedness of the StC1te np­
on those claims reported by them. \Ve have done more for on r 
creditor:s than un~I oiher government hns ever do1rn lrnder like 
circumstances. It will be snid by t}w minority of the committee, 
iw don br, that this is a hard case, and that it was so reported by­
the Auditor and Comptroller we admit; but at the same time we 
hel icve that in the settlement of this grnat matter hard cases must 
ttnd wil I arise. 'Ve are 1 therefore, o( opinion that tbe best policy 
for the interest and welfare of the Statp is to adhere strennouslf 
to what we, the Senate, have already done in the premises. I 
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nm therefore, instructed by a majority of the committee to re­
co~1mend the rejection of the bill. 

All of which is submitted. 
M. D. K. TAYLOR, One of the committee. 

Mr. Hill, from the same committee: gave notice that he· would., 
~ubmit a counter report. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to amend an act to authorize and 
require the county courts to issue unconditional certifiiates in 
certain cases, approved S8pterr.Ler 5, 1850; read first t.ime. 

}r{r. Reaves iutrocluced a bill for the Felief of. James McWil~­
liams; read first time. 

Mr. Bige!uw introduced a bill to create the sixth Military dis­
trict ; read first ti me. 

Mr. Day in trod need a bill for removing· obstructions and im 
proving t~.ic na~igatinn of the ~·ivers of t~is S.tate; rend fi~st time. 

Mr. Gnmes introduced n bill to provide for the levying of' '~ 
road tax in the county of Montgomery. 

Mr. Hi.II introduced a bill to authorize the county conrt of 
Lirnestoroe county to rent or lease tho Springfield Bridge; rend 
first time. 

Mr. Bigelow in trod need a bill to amend the third: section of an: 
net to raise a revenue by direct taxatior1, approved 20th March, 
1848; re.ad first time . 

.Mr. Parker offered tbe followin~ resolHtion: 
Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to con­

sider of the propriety or practicability of appropriating the StntP 
tax to the several counties throughout the State for county pnr·· 
poses for two years, and rerort the result of their deliberations 01:.c 
this snbject by bill or otherwise. 

l\'Ir. Bigelow offered the follo,ving resolution: 
Resolved, 'rhat the Senate go into the election for Presiden~ 

pro tPm. of the S(:nat1!, on Tuesday the 30th instant, to fill the 
vacnncy occasioned by the death of the Hon. E~d wnrd Bnrleson .. 

.Mr. Gray ofl-:.:re<l the following resolution: 
Resoh~ed, That the surn of two hnndred dollnrs of tbe Senntf'!'s 

eontingent fond be appropriated for the pnrchase of n portmit of 
General Edward Burleson, taken by lVIr. Flintoff the artist, to 
be preserved as the propeny of the State, and that the committet~ 
on Contingent Expense~ be authorized to contract for the sam.f 
and superintend its execution. 

}}fr. vVi!son offEred the fol!owin~ resolution : 
Resolved, 'rhnt the committ.~e on Ronds, Bridges and Ferries 

be requested to inqnire into the propriety of so altering or amend· 
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ing the eleventh section of an act authorizing and requiring th~ 
county courts to regulate roads, nppoint overseers, &c., approved 
March 15, 1848, as to makt} negligence on the part of o\·erseers 
an indictable offence. 

On ruotion of .Mr. Eddy, the committee on Printing was re­
quested to have printed at length and in suitable form, the pro­
ceedings and addresses on the occasion of the death and inter­
ment uf the late General Edward Unr eson. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a bill to better define the limits 
of the Milam land district, and the report of the committee on 
Public Lands thereon, were taken from the mble aud placed 
among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OP 'rHE DAY. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and pass-
ed. to wit: 

1

A bill for the relief of Geo. W. Parrish and Roswell Gorman ; 
A bill for the relief of the ht>irs of Wesley Fisher, deceased; 
A bi! I for the relief of the heirs of Robert Hall, decea~ed ; and 
Joint reRolntion instructing our Senators and requesting our 

Representi1tives in the Congress of the Uuited States, to use :heir 
best exertions to have an appropriation made by the Congress of 
the United States, for paynwnt uf losses sustained by the citizens 
of this State by the depredations of different Indian tribes since 
our annexation to the Uuited States. 

A message was received from tlie House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills which originated 
in the Senate, viz : 

A bill nllowing assessors and co1lrctors to employ deputiP,~; and 
A hill for the relief of the ht=>irs of Leeman Kelsf'y, deceased; 
A hill fnr the relief of the settlers in the territory commonly 

known as Mercer's colooy; read. 
l\i~r. Dancy offered the following amendment to the end of first 

sect10n : 
" Provided that nothing· contained in this act shall be ~o con­

strued as to recognize nnv ricrht of the contractors of said colony . • t- . 
to any lands therein on aecnunt of snid contrncts or rights grow-
ing out of the same;" ndopte.d, nr:d bill passPd to third reading. 

A bii I provid.ing for, the liqnidnti(ln a_11d payment of the debt of 
the late Rep11b!1c of 1 exas, together wtth the. report of the Select 
committee, offering amendments thereto, wns•read. 

Mr. Dnncv moved that thP. amendments offered by the commit­
tee be priu t~d ; lost. 



233 

The nmerJdments offered by the committee were severally rend 
and 11Jnpted. 

j\{r. Parlrnr movP-d to ndjourn until 3 o'clock p. m. 
:Mr. Du11cy moved. tJ~ adjourn until lOo'clock to-morrow morning 
'fhe President (!ecidcd the motion ont of order, unless offered. 

as an arnendrne11t to l\Ir. Parker's motil1ll. 
Mr. D;1ncy contended that it wns out of order to nmend a mo­

tiot1 to adjourn~ «tJd appealed from the decision of the President. 
The S1:~11ate snstninc~d the deci8ion of the President. 
Tllfl q1wstion then recurrc:<l on Mr. Parker's motion, when by 

]eave he witlidr0w it. 
Mr. Gr;1y offered the following amendments. to the bill under 

<'onsidon1t1on : 
.,, Anie11d ill first SPction by striking ont nfter the words "ns fol-
lows,:' tlic tirst, second, third, fonnti, fifth, sxilh, sevcnth,€ighth: 
eleventh and twelfth items.': 

111 second secrion, strike ont n11 ofter the word "th<Jreof,'' in 
tenth line. ln second section: St>cond I ine: nfter the word ~' act/ 7 

insr.rt '; ut per cen!nrn premium.'' · 
On motion of Mr. Digelo\V, the Senate adjourned until a 

o'clock p. m. 
•_;. 0 1

(' I 0,.., r,- 1~ "" .::> J ..I '-''"'' • .:..u. 

Sennte met--roll crtll('d--qnornm present. 
Tire anw11drnc11t::; offt~rnd by Mr. Gray, ton. bill pr.»viding for 

the liq:1icbt!on nnd pnynwnt of the debt of the late Repnblic of 
11cxa:-;, bein~! u::der c011:;id8ration when the Senate adjourned, 
'WilS t:1l\81l np. 

O:·i motio!I of Mr. G n:1 v1 n en I I of the Sennte was bnd. 
Ttw S!·~lirttt~ bein2" fol!~ the y<"r.ts and 1111yt;. were called en tl1e 

Jdoptioll cf t!1u 1111J 1.:tld!l1eLJtS, aod Were [~S foilOWS: 
YEM;-},Ie~~;rs. !),rncy, Davis, Eddy, Gray, Truit nnd \Vil­

son--G. 
l'L\ vs-1.fcs:.:rs. Bi~;rlow, BDQ"<Ht, B!irks, Day, Dng\~nn, Grimes, 

Hart U!ll, Merri1rnlll, Parker, !{caves, Scott, 8t?.rue, Taylor rtnd 
\Vii I iarns ---H>. H.tjt·~cted. 

?,Ir. O:rncy effered th:.; follo'..7ing amendment: 
In f::~ctio11 ~3, strike cut the \Vords ''and tl!::it this net bi; in force 

ro111't" " " ,\, .. ,l .. r'1·' lf : ,, J:iliSSu'.!,t'. ..r.l.; :..i "'" ~:, 

"Section 1L 'Thi~ net s'.irJ I not take dfoct until a mnjority of 
the Pkctnrs of tbe State-~ of 'l'!'XilS ~hall vnte ;n fovor of this net, 
a11d it is r:.ndt~ t!io dt1!v of the Governor to ~nbin:t this net to 
llic renple Oll t 1Je f.ir~;t ~Inlld;:j' i11 .A:i;.rn~J, 18;}:2, nnd require the 
chief Justices of tl1c different coullties to rnnke due returns of 
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~he votes to the Secretary of State, by the second },fondny in Oc 
tober. 1852.'' 

01i motion of :Mr. Taylor, the amendment was ]aid on the, 
irtble. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy it wns taken up. 
The yeas a11<l 11ays were then cal led on the ndoption of the 

amendment, and it wns rejPcted by tile followiug vote. 
Y EAs-Me~srs. Dancy aud Tntit-2. 
NAYs-~fessrs. Biµ-elow, Bogart: Burks, Davis, Day, Dnggan:i 

Eddy, Gray, Grimes, If.arr, HilC Merriman, Parker, Redves,Scott. 
Sterne, Taylor, \Villiams and \i\Tilson-19. 

Mr. Daucy offered as a substitute for the bill: 
A bill to dispose of the five mill ions of stock received by 'rex. 

as, for relinqnishiug her claim t.o her northwestern tenitory to 
the Umted States; rt"jccted by the followir.g vote: 

YEAs-Messr3. Dancy, Trnit and \Vilson--3. 
NAYS- Messrs. Bigelow, l3ng«Hl, Burks, Davis, Day, DngQ"nnv 

Eddy: Gray, Grimes, Hart, IIill, Menimun, Purkcr1 Ue;ves, 
Scott, Sterne, Taylor irnd 'Villiams-18. 

Mr. Bigelow offered the followi11g mnendment: 
Amend by inserting the words i: third and fo11rth," in the sixth 

:ine of the fi1st section after the word.: articles," m1d before'' 9th.'' 
Upon which the yens mid nays Wl'l'C as follows: 
Y EAs-1\:lessrs. Bigelow, Bogart, Duggan, Hart, Hill: Parker, 

1'rnit, \Villiams and ~Vilson -9. 
NAYS-Mc.~srs. B11rks, Dancy, Davis, Day, Eddy, Gtimes,­

Ailerrirnan, Reaves, Scott, Sterne nnrl Tnylor-1 J. Hejected. 
Mr. Dancy offered 'be fol le.winer nmendment: r . ., 

. In section 3, line sixth, ndd before "aiid that this net/' ''Pro 
v1dcd, that no member o[ this Legislature shall receive nnv ot 
th~ b0uds appropriated by this bil !'." · 

.Mr. Grimes moved the prcvions qnestion ; carried. 
The previous q11eslion being on the engrossment of the biH 

was put, anrl bill ordPred to be engrossed by the foilow·ing \lot::; 
. v Y EAs ... ~lfcssrs~ Rigelo.w~ Bn~<u.r, Brl!'k~, Davis, Day, Di1~gan~ 
Eddy, Gnrnes, Hart, E-ld 11 1.lfernman, Parker, ·h.cuves, Scott, 
Sterne, TayJr,r, Trnit, \Villiarns and \iVilson-Hl 

NA vs-Messrs, Daney nnd Grav-2. 
A bill belter dcfiuing the bounciarir>.s of Denton connty, with 

the report of the committee on Co11ntic~111nd County Ilou11d11ri~~' 
offering amendments thereto, was read, report adopted, and bill 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, a bill requiring the holders of the 
ii.abilities of the late Republic of Texas, for which th3 revenues 
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of the sai<l !nte Republic.were sp:-cially pledged, to file re?easc~ 
with the govemme11t oi tht Uutted Stales, was taken up and 
placed amo11g t~lP. .orders _of the da r. . 

On motion of Mr. ~Vtlson, the Senate ndJOLuned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

'ruEsnA v, December 30, 1851. 

\Tbe Senate was i:-alled to order hy the President pursuant to 
adjournment-prayer by the Rev. Mr. BaggJdy-roll called­
quoru m presellt. 

The jonrnnl of yesterday was rnnd 1nd ndopted. 
l\fr. Reaves, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

reported tile follo\ving bi!ls correctly engrossed, viz: 
A bill providing for the liquidation nnd payml!nt of the debt of 

the lat(" Hernblic of Texas; 
A bill to incorpora~e the Little Cypress Bridge company; and 
A bill concerning- writs of error. 
:Mr. Duggan, du;irnrnn of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re .. 

ported a bill for the relief of \'Vesley 'N. Hai1ks; and 
A bill for ~IL~ relief of John A. Veatch: his heirs nr assigns, as­

~ignec of Ramon Sanchez, co. rec ti y enrol led, and that the 
.~arne were deposited on yesterday with the Governor for his ap 
provul. 

Mr. \Viliiams, ch~irmnn of the cornrnittee on ~nternal lmprove­
mcnts, to whom was referred n bill to incorporate the Sulphur 
Fork Bridge and Turnpike company, reported the same back to 
~he Senate with the followin!{ an11.ondments: 

Strike otH the words" bridge: 1~J," in caption. 
Sti bstitu tr- for :3rd section as fol lo·.1.' s: 
''Section 3. 'l'hat said company shall within four years from 

the passnge of this net, construct a good,. ad snbstantial turnpike 
road across the low Jnnds·on ~he Snlphur fork of Red River at 
Eppcrson's Ferry, from the highlnnd in the county of Bowie 
10 the liigh:n.nd in t 1 ... ~ county of Cass, wit!1 bridges r"J'ross the 
sloughs, the wtole w he above ordi11ary overflows, with the 
privilege of keeping a. forry hont in, or constrnrting a bridge 
ncross tll1.~ main strenm; provided, said bridge shall be sufficiently 
high to admit the free passage of steamboats; and further pro­
vided, that no additional charge shall be made for ferriage at said 
main strr.nm, or crossing a bridge." 

Mr. Eddy, from the committee on Inte!'nal Improvements, re· 


